year authorization for each aid pro- 
gram, with annual appropriations. 
In the past, only development loans 
and loans under the Alliance for 
Progress have received long-term 
authorization and these authoriza- 
tions expire December 31, 1966. 
(Foreign Assistance Act of 1966— 
[economic aid only|—H.R. 12449, S. 
2859) 

In presenting his plans to expand 
and improve existing activities as 
well as to create new programs, the 
President stressed three areas “in 
which the United States is particu- 
larly well qualified to help: agri- 
culture health education 
and training.” His proposals _in- 
clude: 


e Agriculture. Replacing the “sur- 
plus” concept with a gearing of 
farm production to “amounts that 
can be used constructively.” The 
new five-year program, to succeed 
P.L. 480 (Food for Peace) expiring 
December 31, 1966, would: expand 
food shipments to countries where 
food needs are growing and self- 
help efforts are under way; shift to- 
ward financing of food aid through 
long-term dollar credits instead of 
sales for foreign currencies; increase 
capital and technical aid to develop- 
ing nations’ agriculture; provide for 
adequate reserves of essential food 
commodities. (Food for Freedom Act 
of 1966—H.R. 12785, S. 2933) The 
President also proposed expanding 
by more than one third the agricul- 
tural programs of the Agency for 
International Development (AID), 
including financing imports of ferti- 
lizers from the United States. 


e Health. An international career 
service to train manpower for an 
international health program; a 
“head start’ nutritional program 
for 150 million children in the next 
five years; a disease-control and 
eradication program; expanded re- 
search in population control and 
help for family planning in nations 
requesting such help; doubling the 
aid budget for staffing and equip- 
ping health-training institutions in 
developing countries. 

e Education. A four-point program 
to strengthen international educa- 
tion through: a Center for Educa- 
tional Cooperation to coordinate 
educational programs and a Council 
to advise the Center; establishment 
of 1,000 school-to-school partner- 
ships to improve education in less- 
developed nations; stimulation of 


conferences of leaders and experts 
“to seek answers to common prob- 
lems of mankind”; a 50-percent step- 
up of AID assistance to education in 
developing nations. 

e Asian Development Bank (H.R. 
12563).* In line with the President's 
request, the House February 9 and 
the Senate March 2 passed the bill 
authorizing U.S. membership in the 
Asian Bank and a $200 million U.S. 
subscription. 

e East-West Trade. The Administra- 
tion is now preparing an East-West 
Trade bill, which is expected to 
allow the President discretionary 
authority to grant to or withdraw 
from individual Communist coun- 
tries, in light of U.S. national inter- 
est, the most-favored-nation (MFN) 
treatment. Currently, MFN treat- 
ment applies to only two Communist 
nations—Yugoslavia and Poland. 


WATER 


The President’s February 23 mes- 
sage on Natural Beauty stressed the 
goal “to cleanse our rivers.’” Toward 
this end, the President requested: a 


clean-rivers demonstration program; 


assistance to states to develop water- 
quality standards; a seven-point pro- 
gram to strengthen the federal pollu- 
tion-abatement authority; a Nation- 
al Water Commission “to review 
and advise on the entire range of 
water-resource problems.” The 
President also recommended trans- 
ferring the new Water Pollution 
Control] Administration from the 
Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare (HEW) to the Depart- 
ment of Interior. (Clean Rivers Res- 
toration Act of 1966—H.R. 13104, 
S. 2987) 


e Water Research Program (S. 22).* 
A House Interior and Insular Affairs 
Committee Subcommittee held Feb- 
ruary hearings on the Senate-passed 
(March 26, 1965) bill to authorize 
national support for water research 
by additional universities, institu- 
tions, and individuals. 


e Water Pollution Control. The Sen- 
ate Public Works Committee Sub- 
committee on Air and Water Pollu- 
tion issued January 25 a special 
report** proposing legislation to 
provide for a greatly expanded pro- 


* League statements in support of these 
bills are available from national office, 
10¢ each. 

** Report available free on request from 
Senate Public Works Committee, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20510, or from your Senators. 


gram of federal aid to step up the 
attack by federal, state, and local 
governments on water pollution. To 
implement the committee report, 
$. 2947 was introduced February 18. 


APPORTIONMENT 


Senate floor debate on the pro- 
posal of Senator Dirksen (R., IIl.) 
for a constitutional amendment on 
the apportionment of state legisla- 
tures (S.J. Res. 103) is scheduled for 
the week of March 14. 
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